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To the INHABZITANTS of the Pariſh 
| Of ———— 


Neighbours and Friends, | 
A Jam at this Time ab/ent from you, 


and therefore not able to give you 
from the Pulpit, the proper Inſiructions 
on the approaching Faſt: I take this 
Method of conveying them to you. 

In a leſſer Matter, I might, perhaps, 
have pleaded my Age in excuſe. But 
when God has ſpoken to US in Anger, 
from the vary Bowels of the Earth, and 
from the Depth of the Sea ; I could not 
ſatisfy myſelf, without taking a Part 
ſuitable to my Station in the Church, 
in that CALL to a national Repentance, 
to which ſuch Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence naturally diref?, and which is 
Specially incumbent upon all Orders of 
r 
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The Day, I hope, you will obſerve, 
by a ftrif Ceſſation 7 — all your world- 
ly Occupations, and by a cloſe Attention 
zo the Exerciſes of Religion, both pub- 
lick and private ; which will have more 
or leſs of good Effect, as you ſhall be 
more or leſs prepared. To afhiſt you in 
this, is the Intention of the Diſcourſe I 
now preſent to you; which I hope 
you will accept with Candour, and read 
with Profit. And that. the Grace of 
God may attend you in all your pious 


Endeavours, is the earneſt Prayer of, 


Pour faithful Miniſter, 
And Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


London, i 
Fan. 5, 1756. 


HENRY STEBBING. 


LUKE xiii. 3, 5 


RE 9 YE ye repent ye ſpall all lthe- 


wiſe periſh, 


7 IHE Context informs us, that Here 
HA 2 Wo: oh were ſome who told our Saviour of 
VAT. 85 e Galileans whcſe Blood Pilate had 
FEA SA mingled with their Sacrifices ; that 
is whom Pilate flew whilſt they 
were offering their Sacrifices. To which our 
Saviour anſwers, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans 
were Sinners above all the Galileans, becanſe they 
ſuffered ſuch Things? I tel! you Nay ; but except 
ye repent ye ſhall all ikewiſe, periſh. To ſtreng- 
then this Obſervation he adds another Example 
— Or thoſe eighteen upon whom tbe Tower in 
Siloam 


. 
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Siloam fe/? and flew them; think ye that they 
dere Sinners alove all Men that dwelt in Jeru- 
falem? I tell you Nay ; but . ye repent ye 
ſhall ail likewiſe pe with | 


It is very pant to obskure by the Turn 
of this Anſwer, that thoſe-who told our Savi- 
our this Story of the Ga/ileans, did it not with- 
out {ome Cenſure upon the Sufferers, as more 
obnoxious to God's Juſtice than other Men. 
Mankind even at this Day is very apt to do the 
ſame Thing upon like Occaſions. Let us take 
the Thing in this Light, and ſee what our 
Saviour's Anſwer amounts to: I tell you Nay— 
what is it he here denies? Why not that theſe 
Galilæant were Sinners, nor yet that this De- 
ſtruction was the Judgment of God upon them 
for their Sins. But he denies that their fuffer- 
ing ſuch Things was a ſufficient Ground where- 
upon to conclude, that they were greater Sin- 
ners than the Reſt of the Galilbuns who did not 
ſuffer them. So again, with Reſpect to thoſe 
eighteen. upon whom the Tower of Scam fell 
and flew them, he does not deny that they 
were Sinners, nor that they were thus over- 
whelmed becauſe they were Sinners; he only 
an that this was no Evidence that they were 

0 greater 


7 
greater Sinners, than the other Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem were. So that nothing can be raiſed 
upon theſe Words in Diſparagement of the 
common Belief, which has prevailed in all 
Places and in all Ages, viz. That God, in the 
ordinary Courſe of his Providence, does inter- 
poſe to puniſh wicked Men or wicked Nations 
in this World. But what follows in the Text 
moſt evidently ſupports this Notion ; except ye 
repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh; which is as 
plain a Declaration of a vindictive Providence 
preſiding over Men as is poſſible. To fay that 
except ye repent ye ſhall periſh; is in other 
Words to fay, that God will | puniſh for Sin; 
and it was a Call upon the Jews to make Uſe 
of the Examples, that were before their Eyes, 
48 A Warning to | themſelves, who were not 
'berefore the leſs Sinners, becauſe God had 
hitherto ſpared } them, but would certainly be 
the greater Sufferers if they accepted not the 
Grace offered by him, and turned not unto 
God by true Repentance. And this was after. 
wards verified upon them in a remarkable Man- 
ner. For as Pilate mingled the Blood of theſe 
Calilcans with their Sacrifices, and thoſe Eighe 
teen were ſlain by the Fall of the Tower in 
51:10am ; ſo it happened to them, from the Ro- 

mans, 


3 
mans, who encloſed their City, and upon' the 
very Day appointed for killing Hr Pallbier 
flew many of them in, the be emple* Will. 
others were cruſhed i in Piece Þy tlie k wins of 
the Aha of the City. * © oh f 88 
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led Saviour; ye. they repented n n . 8800 doth 
nat in theſe, Pays {end h! Pr rop 1ets to warn us, 


but FH Warngys by þis ORD and the Work: 
of his E Rrovid 5 he : makes the Exam- 


pls. « of Wicke dneſs the xamples alſo of his 
Juſtice 8 Happy for. us when ſuch Examples 
have their due Effect in calling 1 us s back to our- 
ſely es, W hen we have deviated from the Pc 
of Vi irtue. But let us. — Heed of paſting ral 
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Judgment upon the Sufferers in, Con zſegquence 
of ſuch Events; or of fingling « out of Peoples 
wag” © what we do not like, and fay- 
Mis is the Sin for which they are 
"antſhed. This is not. our Buſineſs ; 7 nor 
did our Saviour make it any Part of his; but, 
without ſo much as laying v whether the Gali- 
leans were or were not Sinners, or of what 
Nature or Kind their Sins were, immediately 
calls the Jews to the Judgment o of themſelves, 
If I know a Man to be a Sinner, I muſt judge 
him to be a Singer : But this Judgment 
ariſes not as a Conſequence from what he 
ſi uffers, but from its own proper Evidence, 
which would have been the fame whe- 
ther he had ſuffered or not. And if when 
I ſee the Sin, I likewiſe ſee Miſchief follow- 
ing cloſe at the Heels of! t; -1 both may and 
ſeould take Judgment to myſelf, ſo far as to 
make the Example a Matter of Caution ; 
that is to ſay, I may judge or believe, that 
/oſſibly or probably, the Miſchief was ſent as 
a Puniſhment for the Sin; becauſe it agrees 
with God's general Method of dealing ; 
with Sinners, as declared i in his holy Word. 
Thoſe who will not ſuffer us to go thus far 
without taking Offence if 1 ſuch there are) 
B | may 
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may pretend Tenderneſs ; but the Offence 
really ſprings from Un/elief. If we are to 
raiſe any Concluſion from ſuch Examples, 
we cannot ſay /eſ5 than this; and if we are 
to raiſe none, they are offered to us in vain, 
But the Scripture directs us to take Notice 
of theſe Things as Warnings to Repentance ; 
and if we would make this good Uſe of all 
the Sin and Miſchief that we ſee in the 
World, and avoid Sin for fear of its Con- 
ſequences, we thould act a very wiſe Part, 
and anſwer the End which Providence in- 
tended by ſuch Examples. : 
Bor there is ſomething deeply rooted 
in human Nature which defeats theſe Mea- 
{ures of Providence. We care neither to 
part with our Vices, nor to ſee the Rod of 
God hanging over our Heads. We would, 
if we could, ſin on and be lafè too. This 
puts us upon Tricks, and Contrivances, to 
deſtroy this troubleſome Conjunction of Sin 
with Miſery! which' Was Epcuruss Maſter- 
Piece. But this Man did not do his'Work. 
He ci the Knot which he could not untie. 
He could not fn ew, that, ſuppoſing a wile 
and rightedus Governor of the World, there 


1 
. ee 


Can 
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can be any Safety for Sinners. If he had 
done this he had been a Maſter indeed! 
But inſtead of this he abſolutely dice a 
Providence; and, as he had made (or Fan- 
cied he had RE a World without God, 
ſo he left it to go on without him too. There 
are ſome ſuch Philoſophers in theſe Ti imes ; 
and there are Prejudices which will miniſter 
a Handle to thoſe, who are e to take 


it. 


IN the firſt Place, they will tell you, that 
this (ſuppoſed) Providence of God in pu- 
niſhing Sinners in this World is not equal. 
Bad Men perith ; and ſo do good Ones too, 
by, the very ſame; Method: By War, by 
Famine, by Peſtilence, and the like. And 


does not our Saviour tell you as much ?. Hs - 


tells you, that the Galileans, whoſe Blood 
Pujate, mingled with their Sacrifices, vere 
nat. greater Sinners than other Gabileans who 


nat not with the ſame Fate, He tellk 


ye; that they upon whom the Toyer 
akSHoam fell, and flew them, were not Sin- 

ners above thoſe who eſcaped. This is diſ- 
claiming gan qual Providence. For how elſe 
were it conſiſtent that: thoſe who were 
187 B 2 | equally 


112 


equally, and, perhaps, more guilty, ſhould 
not have been alike involved in the ſame, 
or in greater Ruin? This notwithſtand- 
ing he both gives and repeats his Advice; 
Repent, or, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. The 
Truth is, that an equal Providence enters 
not at all into the Notion of a vindictive 
Providence, No- body maintains that under 
an er dinary Providence: Gad diftributes equal 
Ju uſtice, in this World: Nor is this any Im- 
peachment of the, Juſtice of Providence; 
becauſe we, believe that God \ hath appointed 
a Day. 12 whych-be. mill judge the World in 
Ng 3 in which, every: Man will re- 
cerve 7he due, Reward of bis Deeds... Never- 
theleſs,” Ie. may conſiſtently ſay (and it is 
ALL we ſay) that for the, preſent Terror of 
97 Beers, God may and does interpoſe, 
WHEN "HE 6 MEET, to o puniſh wieked 
1 5 wicked. Nations. - ,So that the pro- 
r 16. of. the; Doctrine of a vindictive 
Pro Ic ence, 19, not that becauſe we fee other 
1 15 M n. puniſhed, we ourſelves ſhall 
certainly , be E hk. that becauſe 


_ others are puniſhed, We. allo (ho are not 
lefs wicked) very probably ay be pu- 
niſhed; which is a Conſideration that pre- 


vails 
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vails upon us in every other Inſtance in 
common Life. It your Nei ghbour's Houſe 
ſhould be on Fire, it is not certain oo 
Vour's will be burnt : Vet you uſe the pr 
per Precautions; and you would be Tons 
a mad Man if you ſhould not. If a Maſter 
puniſhes a Servant for his ill Beha Viour ; 
another Servant" may find Favour; but no 
wiſe Man will think himſelf. ſccufc, but, 
admoniſhed by the Example, will take Care 
not to offerid?o Ibid in ts very Light, in 
which St. Neu! pfaces this Atgumidor th the 
tenth Chapter of his firſt Ef piſtle to the Co- 
rin aus, where having Roe the ſeveral 
udgiflents of Goc, upon 'the Iraelites, he 
ys w 41. * t a ny Things happened 
es, "ahi LY wr! 75 ior 


agen 5 yet * Fay cannot be 
ſuppoſed 180! have been * ignöt orant of vhat 
commimi Experience and Obtfvalion ies, 
wal IArat all Men habe fit e. val u ice 
dent them in this World, but hat hilft 
G puniſheth ſome, he ſparcth others, not 
leſs but e more, , Puniſh- 
ment. een AFG-1 


1 
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AlL this, you will ſay, would be very 
Right, if we were ſaure, that when bad Men 
ſuffer it is the Puniſhment of God for their 
Sins. But how do we know this? Bad Men 
ſaffer ; but we ſee not the Hand of God in 
their Sufferings. The Galileans were ſlain; 
but they were ſlain by Pilate. The Eighteen 
were overwhelmed by the Fall of the Tower 
of Siloam. It was old and crazy (you will 
tay) and happened. ( unluckily ) to fall juſt at 
that Time, as we ſee in many Inſtances. 
By what Circumſtance then, by what Con- 
nexion, will you ſhew that God was more 
concerned in theſe than i in all other common 
BR Truly 1 know, not, nor are you or 
1 at all concerned to know i it. If our Saviour 
were NOW among us, and ſhould be told of 
a Houſe falling down, ſomewhere in London, 
and killing many, I preſume he would give 
the fame Anſwer. And ſhould he be farther 
alked, how he knew that the Hand of God 
"was more concerned ir in this than in any other 
ordinary, Event; be would tell, ſuch, Enquir- 
ers, as he, has told Us, that ALL Events, or- 
a Or extraordinary, are in the Hand of 


God.” | Nat a Sparrow hall fall on the Ground 


without 


Wen 


without your Father; yea, the very Hairs of 
your Lead are all numbered by him, Matt. x. 
29, 30. Nor was this the Doctrine of Chriſt 
only; it was the Faith of all the ancient 
People of God, Hear the elegant Deſcrip- 
tion of it by the Royal Pſalmiſt, which I will 
give you in the Tranſlation that is moſt fami- 
Fae to you. He covereth the Heaven With 
Clouds and p. epareth Rain for the Earth, and 
maketh the Graſs to grow upon the Mountains, 
and Herb for the Uſe of Men. FIE giveth Fog- 
der unto the Cattle, aud feedeth the young Ra- 
vens that call upon bim. — Hz grveth $row 
like Waol and ſeattereth | the  Hoar-froft” like 
Aſhes. He cafteth forth his Tee like Morſels, 

who is able to abide his Froſts? Hr ſendeth out 
his Word and melteth them; HE bloweth with 
bis Wind and the Waters flow, Pl. cxlvii. Or, 
as it is in the Book of Job, Chap. =; &c. 
Aſe N0W "the B caſts and they will teach thee, 
and the Frels of the Air and they will tell thee. 

Or ſpeak to the Ear th and it gal. teath thee; 
and the Fi ſhes of the Sea ſtall, declare unto thee. 

What ſhall they teach? What ſhall they de- 
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clare? Why the Power and Wiſdom of God 
contin 1 interpoſing 1 to govern the World. 


For ſo it follows— IN WHOSE HAND 76 the 
| Soul 
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Soul of every living Thing, and the Breath 
of ail Mankind—-With HI is Wiſdom and 
Strength HE breaketh dgun, and it can- 
not be built again — He withholdeth the Ma- 
ters and they dry up; alſo he ſendeth them 
out, and they overturn the Earth — He ratet. 
away the Heart of the Chief of the People of 
tbe Earth ; and cauſeth them. to bal, ma 
Mild Tt 22% where there i is 10 Way. They grope in 
| 3he np wit bout Light, and be maketh them 
10 Aagger like « 4 drunken Man. Have we not 
ſeen or heard of any Thing Ii like this! - — Lay 
then this down as A fare Principle (and | ſure 
it is) that God, is. in every. Thing! we ce, in 
every Thing \ we enjoy, a and! in every Thing we 
VLG and you, wall have a ready Anſwer 
to all, the Cavils, which vain Philoſophy 
offers to thruſt God. out of the World, Let 
them talk: of, their natural Cauſes 1 till they 

are tired (and oon they a will, be tired i 
they have Senſe). It helps them, not, 0 long 
as, natural Cauſes themſelves are uhder = 


ib C1 


Dee r But 5 8 very | 
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about us ſhould habe gim reforming our 
Lives, and flide intb th Polly or Madneſs 
of bein — - an to OO [ have ngthihg 
o ſay, - an Wl ad de 
ay N Au 7 AY tia a0 
I rakt it for granted, Dat your own 
Thoughts have already prevented"? me in 
applying t this Subject to that great "Calamity 
which has lately befallen the City of L1$BoF, 
and which bas been felt (Ai more ot r lels 
Severity) 1 in many other Patts of the World. 
It is a Subject highly * Gelerving our moſt 


ſerious Conftigeration, and u on W ich it 
will become Us to, think; aid toſp eak, with 
good Sense, and with Piet? Are you aſked, 
whether 72 7 75 the Work of God P vou may 
anſwer bol dly it 75 his' WStk ; ; as much à8 
is the Rifng "and Setting of the Sun; 8 
much as it is "Nis Work that we have Gil 
and Rain; that the Seaſons are kindly” 'or U 
kindly ; that the Weather i ferene Gt ten- 
peſtuous, apd t the like! Wb you thow 
whether this Was meant 48 A P hint 
for their Sins ) You may hem thif-we 
can determine thing 1 70 tre 
preciſe Intentions of Pity abe, 
who hath other Neat 5 g Evil 

C upon 
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upon Man beſides the Puniſhment of Sin, 
But (for the Reaſon before given). you may 
| ſay, with great Probability, that theſe Men 
were puniſhed for their Sins (eſpecially if 
their Sins were great and crying) which I 
conceive our Saviour's Words will juſtify, 
But you are not to argue from their Cala- 
mities what or how great theit Sins were; 
nor preſume to determine whether if their 
Sins had been 1%, this Diſtreſs would or 
would not have happened. This'is venturing 
too far into the Secrets of Providence, and the 
very:Miſtake which our Saviour reprehends, 
Suppoſe yr that 'theſe' Galileans were Sinners 
above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffer red 
fach Things 1'T tell you” Nay; but except ye 
repent® ye ſhall all Likewiſe" 5. . Turn 


therefore” your Thoughts back upon your- 
ſelves; and act in tha ſame Manner, as you 


would have thought it rraſonable to act, if 
you had ſeen the ned Arm of Gad ſeat 
| tering: Death and Ruin over the Heads of 
| theſe ſiuful People. If you would have re- 
pented them do it nom. This hurts nol body, 
and may be BE IE? _— vou aun: 
Deſtruction. 1% oc Vine 40 2:1: 
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It hath pleaſed the Wiſdom of our Supe- 
riors to appoint a ſolemn Day of Faſting 
and Humiliation upon this melancholy 
Event; and, as it may be of the greateſt 
Conſequence to us, that the Day be obſerved 
in a Manner acceptable to Almighty God, 
I hope it will not be thought improper, if 
I ay ſomething that may be alefuki in the 
Wa of Frepananens GAA ant oft bluon 


Dans of. Faſting Cilnk nde 4 in bommon 
with all other Acts of outward Worſhip, 
receive all their real Worth from the Mind 
or Spirit that accompanies them. Outward 
Form and Solemnity ſhould be obſerved; 
but yet as a Hel! p to raiſe thoſe inward: 
Sentiments, both in ourſelves and others; 
which becomes thoſe who are offering 
themſelves as Supplicants to the Throne of 
Heaven. And as this Event is the greateſt 
Call in its Kind which has been known in 
the Memory of any Perſon living, or (1 
think) recorded in Hiſtory? I. ſhould hope 
the Solemnity will be proportionable. Earth 
quakes are common Things, and I have 


hitherto treated zheſe no otherwiſe than as 
C 2 common 
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common Events; but, in the Circumſtances 


of them, they have the Appearance of ſome- 
thing more than common; and it is ſcarce 


poſſible to read the Accounts we have had 


from Abroad, without recollecting our Sa- 
viour's Prophecy; as it is recorded, Luke xxi. 
when, with the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
he points alſo at his ſecond Coming to 


Judgment. Nation ſhall rife up againſt Na- 
tion, and Kingdom again Kingdom, and great 


Earthquakes fſhail be in divers Places, and Fa- 


mines, and Peſitlences There ſball be Diſtreſs 
5 of Nations: with Perplexity, the Seas and the 
Made roaring." Mens Hearts failing then 


far Hear and. for | looking after thoſe Things 


whtch-are\ coming on ibe Barth; | for the 


Powers. of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken, I do 


not think that Wwe have Light enough in 


theſe Matters to pin down this Prophecy 


to theſe Events; nor to determine how 
near or how far off Chriſt's ſecond Com- 
ing may be. There ſeem to be other 

Ptophecies not yet accompliſhed, which 
. muſtbe accomplithed before this comes to 
paſs. 7 But, as th e Reſemblance between what 
wwe now fee, and what ſhall be ſeen, when 


the laſt Cataſtrophe comes, naturally con- 
oy nects 
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nects them together in our Thoughts; ſo it 
will always be our Wiſdom, when we ſee 
ſuch Signs as theſe, ſo far to be apprehen- 
five that the End of all Things is at Hand, 

as to be ſober and watch unto Prayer, 1 Pet. 
iv. 7. Chriſt's coming may not be near. But 
of one Thing we are certain, v2. that every 
Man's Life is ſnort; and when Death comes, 
that is to bim (to all Intents / and Purpoſes) 
the Time of Chriſt's coming. Therefore 
ſince the Voices of God and Man call us, 
let us. gird on our Sackcloth. Let the REAT 
Ones of the Earth lead the Train, and be- 
have as thoſe who have a Mafter in Heaven, 
not as if they thought Religion to be a Thing 
fit only for the Vulgar. Let the Elders affem- 
ble, let the Congregation be gathered together, 
even to the Children that ſuck the Breaſts.” Let 
the Priiſts, the Miniſters of the Lori weep be- 
teen the: Porch and tbe Altar, antblet thim 
ſay, ſpare thy People, O Lord! u Butiwith 
the Shadow there ſhould be Sub/ance ; with 

the Appearance there ſhould be Truth; pther- 
wile, inſtead of attoning for our Sins, we 
hall make them ſo much the more provok- 
ing. Ane to ins 2 5 aueh 


* N . 16. 


of 
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of the Prophet I/azah, in that fine Paſſage, 
well known, but, which cannot too often 
be repeated or conſidered. 


Tre Prophet begins his Prophecy with a 
heavy Complaint againſt the Jews, for the 
conſummate Profligateneſs of their Manners, 
under all the outward Pomp and Formality 
of Religion. You will find a Sample of 
their Vices towards the Cloſe of the firſt 
Chapter. How is the faithful City become an 
Harlot! It was full of Judgment, Righteouſ- 
neſs lodged in it, but now Murderers—Thy 
Prinees (i. e. thy chief Men) are rebellious 
and Companicns of Ti hives.” Every one loveth 


 Gifts-and followeth after Rewards. J. bey Judge 


not the Father. 5 ; neither dath the Cauſe of 
the Widow come unto them, ver. 2 1 24. And 
upon this View of the Caſe, he ſays (ver. 9.) 
Except the Lord of He ofts bad left unto us a very 
ſmall Remnant, We Should have been as Sodom, 
and ae oil have been l. 'ke wnto Gomorrah; 
that is, God would have, deftroyed us as he 
did Som and Gomsr rah. In the very, next. 
Verſe he addreſſes himſelf to the ruling Men 
among the TFews,— —Hear the Nord of the 
Lord | we Nullers of Sodom, and give Ear to 
the 
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the Law of «ur God ye People of Gomorrah. 
To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sa- 
crifices to me ? ſaith the Lord. 1 am full of 
the Burn!-Offerings of Rams, and the Fat of 


fed Beaſts. — Bring no more vain Oblations ; 
Incenſe is an Abomination to me; the new 


Moons, and the Sabbaths, . and the Calling of 


Aſſemblies , 1 cannot away with : It is Intquity 
even your ſolemn Meetings. The new Moons 
and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth ; they 
are a Troubie unto me, I am weary to leur 
them. And when ye ſpread forth your" Hands 
Iwill hide mine Eyes from yon; yen, When 
ye make many Prayers Jill, not , hear bs: 


Nur Hands are full of Blood. WW. 40% ye make 
ve clean, fut away the Evil. of your 5 "I 
Fo before. mine Eyes, ceaſe to do Evil, learn 


to do well, ſee 2 Judgment, relieve the Op- 


preſſed, judge the Patherleſs, plead for the 


Widow, Iſaiah L- 10—18, . You ſee. here 


that the whole Force, Virtue, and Efficacy 


of religious Obſervances, lies 1 in their Con- 
nexion With true Repentance; that! is, the 
entire and thorough Change and Reforma- 
tion of the Heart. This is a great Work,; 
not to be done all at once, el pecially when 
Men have been long habituated to Sin. 


There 


. 


„„ 
There muſt be a Beginning here as there 
is in every other Work. And if the Be- 
ginning be as it ſhould be, we may have 
comfortable Hopes, that in the Progreſs and 


Concluſion we ſhall not be diſappointed in 


our Expectations. 


The Beginning of Repentance muſt ne- 
coſſarily be placed in a Senſe of our Sins, 
and in the Belief of the Power, Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of God; for we can go no lower. 
Becauſe he, who never conſiders who or 
what God is; nor knows nor cares whether 
he is a Sinner or not, is abſolutely impeni- 
tent. The Law of God is legible to all, 
and ſhews us our Duty. When we com- 
pare our -own Lives with this Law, our 
own Conſciences will tell us in what In- 
ſtances we have offended. The Conſidera- 


tion of the Perfections of the divine Nature, 


as vifible'in the Works of the Creation, will 
teach us to fear his Wrath; and the gracious 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel will ſhew us 
upon what Ferms we ate to hope for Mercy. 


But theſe Things are apt to be neglected, 


and when they are neglected, it will be the 
fame Thing as if we had neither Law nor 


E L | Goſpel; 
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Goſpel; nor Hope or Fear of any Thing 
hereafter to come. It is the Intention of 
Providence, by ſuch Examples as we have 
now before us, to awaken our Attention to 
theſe Things, which the Cates, and the 
Buſineſs, and the Vanities of Life too fre- 

quently drive out of our Minds; and if ſuch 
Examples have this Effect, and with Con- 
ſciouſneſs of our Guilt, and earneſt Reſolu- 
tions of Amendment, we come to God im- 
ploring his Mercy; our Faſting will be a 
Service acceptable to him. We ſhall have 
done as much as our preſent Conditions will 
admit. But we are not to ſuppoſe that our 
Work is finiſhed when the Day is over. 
The greater Part is yet to come; which is 
to keepalive thoſe Sparks of Religion which 
ſuch Occaſions have kindled in our Hearts, 
till they grow up into a ſhining Light, and 
not ſuffer them to languiſh and die upon 
our Minds. So that, both before and after, 
here is a proper and neceſſary Employment 
for us. Before, to prepare the Ground to 
receive the good Seed; and afterwards to 
enable the Seed ſown to Ws ſom. the 
Fruis of Holineſs. | 


D Natural 
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Natural Senſe will ſuggeſt to every Man, 
that the Way to carry on a Reformation 
with Succels is to cut off the Occaſions of 
Sin, and to place ourſelves at a proper Diſ- 
tance from every Thing that is apt to divert 
the Attention from the one Thing nec: ſary; 
and there is no Doubt, a wide Difference 
between that Spirit which ought to accom- 
pany our | Devotions, and 'that which we 
bring with us from the- Playhouſe or the 
Card-Table., Does not this ſuggeſt ſome 
Suſper;/ton at leaſt * Should there not be ſome 
Pauſe; ſome. Truce' with our Pleaſures ? 
Ves; and, if we mean only the Religion 
of a, Day,  poflibly this may do. But if we 


intend a general Reformation of Manners 


(and nothing leſs will effectually ſerve) we 
muſt go a great deal farther, and conſider 
of, ſome general Regulation of the common 
INinerfoazy which, inſtead of being uſed as 


ſuch, are, with many, the main Buſineſs of 


Life. This is Liberty abuſed ; and it is the 


great Engine that has Poured out upon us the 


Spirit of ee and given us Eyes that we 
un Wd: not ny. ond Har that we Shou Id not 
22 bear 


( 27 ] 


hear . The ill Effects of theſe Things, 
have been ſo ſenſibly felt, that, in ſome In- 
ſtances, the Law has interpoſed ; but to 
little hetter Purpoſe than to ſhew its own 
Weakneſs +, What then is to be done. — 
Let us be wiſe, and do that for ourſelves, 
which Laws cannot do for us; and let us 
maſte haſte to do it; for who can tell how 
long God will ſpare us? Have we not ſeen 
the whole Earth around us trembling from 
its very Foundations? Have we not felt the 
more diſtant Effects of it, even within our- 
ſelves? And who is that Explorer of natu- 
ral Cauſes? Who that Searcher into the 
ſecret Purpoſes of God, that can aſſure us, 
that Deſtruction will not overtake us in a 
Moment? What did the Inhabitants of Liſbon 
know of their being to be deſtroyed by an 
Earthquake, befote the Moment; when they 
felt the Ground heaving under their Feet; 

their Houſes: e ; and the Walls thar 


S868 | AV. 34: , , 1 


. Tfatah xxix. 10. Ra Kio 81 Jie 
t I will intance 0 in x Playhouſe which;though | 
;mited by à late Act of Parkament, are as frequent through- 
out the Kingdom as if no ſuch Act had been made ; to 
the great Prejudice of private Families in calling off Ser- 
vants from their Buſineſs; and of the Publick in general, 
by encouraging Idleneſs and Debauchery. 
had 
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had been the Witneſſes of their Luxuries 
and Debaucheries, prepared, inſtantly, to 
become their living Graves? No more than 
the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah knew of 
their being deſtroyed by Fire and Brimſtone 
from Heaven. But theſe (in ſome Sort) 
may be excuſed; for they had no Warn- 
ing. Not fo, the Inhabitants of the 9d 
World, for they had Warning by the preach- 
ing of Noah, but repented not. And have 
not we had Warning? Ves; the greateſt we 
can aſk, unleſs we expect (what we have 
no Right to expect) that God ſhould work 
Miracles to ſave us. 


To ſtand out then againſt this Warning, 
is, in Effect, to ſay, that we will take 10 
Warning till our Deſtruction comes; and 
then al Warnipgs will be at an End. God 
alone ko the Events of Things, and 
what he has to do Wich us. But, if we re- 
main a People o f lemnize the wiſhed for 
Day; I hope we Thall” not. Forget, with our 
Humiliations, to o up our Thankſgivings 


to God; that amidſt theſe Convulſions of 
Nature ; whilſt Cities have been deſtroyed, 
and many Thouſands buried in Ruins ; we 

have 
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have been left alive and untouched, to pro- 
ſtrate ourſelves before his Footſtool, and im- 
plore his Mercy, If we thus faft unto God, 
he will accept our Prayers, and we may 
have comfortable Hopes that he will yet 
ſpare us, But if our Faſt is to begin without 
Thought, and to end without Reforma- 
tion; let us take Heed, that inſtead of avert- 
ng God's Wrath, we bring not iin cur- 
fefves SW] IT TER D. Hruclion. 
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